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WILLIAM & ALEXANDRA

LOBKOWICZ




Lobkowiczové jsou staroCeskou
rytifskou a pozdéji panskou
Slechtou, jejiz kofeny sahaji do
14. stoleti. Pivodni pravopis
jména byl Lobkovic, pozdéji

se objevily i jiné verze (napf.
Lobkowitz), nakonec vsak
hlava rodu rozhodla o dnesnim
oficialnim prepisu Lobkowicz.

The Lobkowiczes belong to

a lineage of old Czech knights
and aristocracy dating back to
the 14 century. An original
phonetic spellings of the fam-
ily name were Lobkovicz, and
later there were other versions
(such as Lobkowitz), but the
head of the family finally de-
cided on today’s official spell-
ing of Lobkowicz .

obkowiczové hrali vidy
Lhistoricky ddlezitou roli

v &eské a evropské politice,
byla mezi nimi kniZzata Svaté fise
fimské, vysoce postaveni kancléfi
Krilovstvi éeského, mnozi z nich
s¢ py$nili nejvy3simi vyzname-
ninimi habsburského rodu a to
véetné toho nejdilezitgjsiho, ti-
tulu Rytifi Ridu Zlatého Rouna.
Od poloviny 18. stoleti existuji
vedle sebe dvé na sobé nezavislé
lobkovické knizeci rodiny — hlav-
ni roudnicki a novéjsi mélnicka.

William Lobkowicz pochizi
z roudnické vétve rodu. Jeho dé-
deéck Maxmiliin pracoval bé-
hem II. svétové vilky jako am-
basador pro exilovou vlidu

v Londyné aaktivné se G&astnil
boje proti nacistim pfed vilkou
i po ni. Za tyto sluzby vlasti byl
v roce 1947 také vyznamenin.
Pfidel zpét jako stoupenec demo-
kratické vlidy, ale po pfevratu
v roce 1948 byl nucen uprchnout
a vratil se do Anglie. ,Byl jed-
nim z nejbohatsich muzi v Ces-
koslovensku a ztratil viechno®
fika William, ktery byl pouhym
chlapcem, kdyz jeho dédeéek ze-
mfel. Lobkowicziim byl zkonfis-
kovin majetek dvakrit, nejdfive
nacisty, potom komunistickym
rezimem. Princ William se naro-
dil v exilu v Americe, vystudoval
Harvardskou univerzitu a nisle-
dovné pracoval jako bankéf a fi-
dici pracovnik v realitich. .Nikdy

Kdyz slechtici podnikaji

When Noblemen

Do Business...

hroughout history, the
I Lobkowiczes played an im-
portant role in Czech and
European politics. Family mem-
bers included princes of the Holy
Roman Empire and High Chan-
cellors of the Kingdom of Bohe-
mia; others were titled with the
highest honors of the Habsburg
dynasty, the mostimportantbeing
Knights of the Order of the Gold-
en Fleece. In the mid-18" centu-
ry, the princely Lobkowicz family
split into two branches —the main
branch of Roudnice and the new
branch of Melnik.

William Lobkowicz comes from the
Roudnice branch of the family. His
grandfather, Maximilian, became
ambassador for the Czechoslovak
exile government in London dur-
ing World War II, fighting actively
against the Nazis both before and
during the War, being decorated for
his-service to the country in 1947.
He returned as a supporter of the
democratic government, but after
the communist takeover in 1948 was
forced to flee to England. “He was
one of the richest men in Czecho-
slovakiaand lostitall,” says William,
who was justa boy when his grandfa-
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ther died. The Lobkowicz estate was
confiscated twice, first by the Nazis,
and then by the communist regime.
Prince William was born in exile in
America, graduating from Harvard
University and subsequently work-
ing as a banker and then a real estate
executive. 1 never imagined that
[ would leave America — until 1989.
One evening, | was watching a tele-
vision news report about how hun-
dreds of East Germans were seck-
ing refuge in Prague — proof that
the communist rule was weakening.
But the main thing that caught my
attention was that the West German
embassy in which the refugees were
hiding, was in fact a former Lobko-
wicz Palace. Immediately, 1 knew
I wanted to find a way to live in
Czechoslovakia, to learn Czech and
to try to restore the family’s tradi-
tions and identity. After completing
a Czech language course in 1990,
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[ embarked on a three week explora-
tory trip which resulted in my per-
manent move to Prague soon after.”

Almost overnight, William and his
father, the eldest son of Prince Max-
imilian Lobkowicz, became owners
of nine castles, a brewery, a winery,
and additional properties in vari-
ous states of disrepair. Of the entire
estate received in restitution, Nela-
hozeves castle was in relatively the
best condition. “We felt that we were
responsible for taking care of these
treasures and making them availa-
ble to the general public,” explains
William Lobkowicz. So, inside the
beautiful 1566 Renaissance castle of
Nelahozeves they opened a unique
gallery of previously unseen paint-
ings, musical instruments, rare man-
uscripts, furniture, ceramics, chi-
na, family photos, arms, and armor
dating from the Renaissance to the

mné nenapadlo, Ze bych mohl
odejit z Ameriky - az do roku
1989. Jednou vecer jsem vidél te-
levizni reportdz o tom, jak stovky
vychodnich Némch hledaji Gto-
¢isté v Praze, dikaz toho, Zc¢ ko-
munistickd nadvlada slibne. Ale
hlavni véci, kterd tehdy upoutala
moji pozornost, byla budova zi-
padonémecké ambasady, ve které
s¢ tchdy uprchlici schovivali, by-
valy Lobkovicky palic. Okamzité
jsem v&dél, ze chci najit zpiasob,
jak zit v Ceskoslovensku, nauéit
se ¢esky a pokusit se obnovit ro-
dinné tradice a identity. Takze
v pribéhu roku 1990, po absolvo-
vani kurzu &eského jazyka, jsem
se vydal na tfitydenni prizkum-
ny vylet, ktery brzy poté vyustil
v muj trvaly pobyt v Praze.”

Témér pies noc se William a jeho
otec, nejstar$i syn prince Max-

1930's. William continues the story,
“One family dream is that one day
the musical instruments from the
collection will be restored and little
known pieces by major composers —
collected by our ancestors — will be
plaved again.” This musical cradi-
tion has already been launched in
the form of the Dvofak Musical Fes-
tival in Nelahozeves. Over the past
thirteen years, more than 500 con-
certs have been held. The family also
restituted the Dvorak birth house,
also opened to the public and locat-
ed directly across the street from the
castle). Lobkowicz patronage of mu-
sic dates back many centuries, the
most famous family member being
the 7" Prince, to whom Beethoven
dedicated the 3rd (Eroica), 5" and
6" (Pastoral) Symphonies.

William also spcaks with pride
about his wife: “My French-Roma-



milidina Lobkowicze, stali majite-
li deviti zamkd, pivovaru, vinaf-
stvi a daldich nemovitosti, které
jim byly vriceny vétiinou v ha-
varijnim stavu v restituci. V re-
lativné nejlepsim stavu byl hrad
Nelahozeves a zamek Roudnice.
,Citili jsme, Ze jsme odpovédni
za to, Zc¢ sc o tyto poklady mu-
sime starat tak, aby byly k dispo-
zici vefejnosti®, vysvétluje Wil-
liam Lobkowicz. V pfekrisném
renesanénim zdmku Nelahoze-
ves z roku 1566 byla tak oteviena
unikitni galeriec nikdy pfedtim
nevidénych obrazi, hudebnich
nistroj, drahych rukopisi, ni-
bytku, keramiky, porcelinu, ro-
dinnych fotografii, zbrani a br-
néni od renesance az do roku
1930. William pokraduje ve vy-
pravéni pfibéhu: .Moje rodina
si péstuje sen o tom, Zc jedno-
ho dne budou oziveny hudcebni

nian wife, Alexandra, is very en-
thusiastic about participating in
our work. She manages all the non-
profit activities, including oversee-
ing the staff who take care of the
entire Lobkowicz Collections.

In 2003, the Palace at Prague’s
Hradéany was returned to the
Roudnice branch of the family.
William and his wife came up with
the idea of concentrating many of
the most important family items,
once scattered in castles through-
out Bohemia, into this Palace.
It is here in 2007 that they have
opened the renowned exhibition
The Princely Collectionsto great
public acclaim. This is their third
palace which they have opened to
the public after restitution ( the
other two are Nelahozeves and
Strekov castle). “We wish to share
these beautiful objects with the

Czech and international public so
visitors can learn more about the

fascinating history of Bohemia,”
explains William Lobkowicz, add-
ing, “Palaces and castles are living
organisms and they need constant
care and attention to keep them
healthy.”

In Roudnice, the castle estate in-
cludes a vineyard originally found-
ed in 1603. Fortunately, the wine
making tradition at this site has
continued uninterrupted through
the centuries. Roudnice has been
winning gold medals for its qual-
ity wines for decades, but perhaps
its greatest honor was being served

at the Prague Castle gala state
dinner given by President Vaclav
Havel honoring the first royal vis-
it in over 100 years by the English
monarch, Queen Elizabeth IL.

The Lobkowicz family original-
ly owned many breweries, but to-
day only one functioning brew-
ery remains — in Vysoky Chlumec
u Sedléan. In recent years, this
brewery focused primarily on the
production of beer for foreign
chains and so its golden fluid only
went to a very limited number of
restaurants and shops in the Czech
Republic. In 2008, the brewery
was bought by a Czech company,
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nistroje ze sbirky a budou zno-
vu hrina neznimi dila velkych
skladateld, kterda nasi predkové
Hudebni tradi-
Dvoriktv

Nelahozevsi.

nashromizdili.”

ce uz byla zahijena
hudebni festival

Béhem poslednich tfinacti let se
tady konalo vice nez 500 koncer-
th. Lobkowiczim byl také vricen

rodny dim Antonina Dvorika,

nachdzejici se hned naproti pa-
lice, tento je rovnéz piistupny
vefejnosti. Patronat Lobkowicza
nad fadou umélct se datuje jiz
do dob pfed nékolika stoletimi,
nejslavnéjsim ¢lenem rodiny byl
sedmy kniZe, kterému Ludwig
van Beethoven vénoval 3. (Eroi-

cu), 5. a 6. (Pastorilni) symfonii.

také
o své manzelce: .Moje francouz-

S hrdosti hovofi William

sko-rumunskia manzelka Alexan-

dra je velice nad3end, Ze se mizZe

K Brewery, which owns six other
small and medium size regional
breweries in Bohemia and Mora-
via. Under their banner, they con-
tinue to brew the Vysoky Chlumec
Vévoda and Démon brands, now
primarily for the domestic market.
Then in Ocrober of last year, they
launched the new Lobkowicz Pre-
mium lager under the slogan, “The
nobleman among beers”. The lager
is brewed exclusively according to
the traditional recipe of long ago -
using barley malt, Czech hops and
crystal clear water without extracts
or artificial ingredients.

The circle is complete. The de-
scendents of the noble Lobkowicz
family have returned to their ances-
tral home and they are continuing
with the activities and traditions of
their ancestors.ing on where their

ancestors once started.

podilet na na$i prici. Spravuje
viechny neziskové ¢innosti, a do-
hl{z{ také na zaméstnance, krte-
i se staraji o viechny umélecké
sbirky rodiny®.

V roce 2003 byl roudnické vét-
vi vracen také Lobkovicky palac
v Praze na Hrad¢anech. William
s manZelkou pfisli s myslenkou
soustfedit ty nejcennéjsi predmé-
ty z rodinnych zamka roztrouse-
nych po celych Cechich do to-
hoto paliace. A priavé tady v roce
2007 otevie

i proslulou expozi-
ci Knizecich sbirek. Tato vystava
se setkala s obrovskym zajmem
a tento palic se tak sta

3 \'Cd]c
zamku v Nelahozevsi a Streko-
vé, tfetim vefejnosti pfistupnym
mistem navricenym rodiné v re-
stituci. ,Chtéli bychom se o tyto
krasné objckty podélit s €eskymi

i zahraniénimi navitévniky tak,

aby byla viem dina moZnost do-
zvédét se co nejvice z fascinujici
historie &eské zemé®, vysvétlu-
je Wil
~Palice a zimky jsou jako Zivé or-

iam Lobkowicz a dodivi

ganismy, pro udrZeni optimalni-
ho stavu potfebuji nadi neustilou

péci a pozornost.”

K zimku v Roudnici patfi také vi-
nice, kterd byla zaloZena v roce
1603 a vinafski tradice tady na-
Stésti nikdy nebyla prferudena.
Roudnice ziskavala zlata ocené-
ni za sva kvalitni vina celé desitky
let, ale za nejvérsi aspéch miizeme
zfejmé povazovat podavini roud-
nickych vin béhem slavnostni stit-
ni velefe pofadané prezidentem
Viclavem Havlem na Prazském
hradé na pocest anglické krilovny
Alzbéry II. pfi pfilezitosti prvni
anglické kralovské navitévy u nis

po vice nez 100 letech.




Lobkowiczové dfive vlastnili
i mnoho pivovard, ale dodnes zi-
stal funkéniuz jen rudin_\" - ve \."\-
sokém Chlumci u Sedl¢an. Tento
pivovar se v poslednich letech
zaméfoval pfedeviim na vyrobu
piva pro zahraniéni fetézce a zla-
ty mok tak v rimci Ceské republi-
ky putoval jen do velmi omezené-
ho poétu restauraci a obchodd.
V roce 2008 koupila pivovar ryze
&eska spoleénost K Brewery, kte-
ra dnes vlastni daldich sest men-
§ich a stfednich regiondlnich pi-
vovart v Cechich i na Moravé.
Pod jeji taktovkou se ve Vysokém
Chlumci i naddle vafi znacky Vé-
voda a Démon, které mifi pfe-
vizné na tuzemsky trh. Znacku
piva Lobkowicz se firma rozhod-
la znovu vzkiisit v fijnu lonského

Lobkowicgky paldc v aredlu Pragskébo bradu

Lobkowicg Palace at Prague Castle complex

roku, kdyz zaéala pod sloganem
»Slechtic mezi pivy” vafit novy le-
zak Lobkowicz Premium. Vafi se
podle tradiéni receptury pouze
a vyhradné jako kdysi — z je¢ného

sladu, ¢eského chmele a kfidtilo-
vé Cisté vody bez pouziti extraked

a primeési.

Kruh se uzaviel. Potomci $lech-
tického rodu se vritili tam, od-
kud pochizeji a pokraéuji v akti-
vitach a tradicich jejich pfedka.

Zdmek Nelabogeves / Nelabogeves Castle
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